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May 


Farm  Lator  Cajupai^n  No.  12 


May  Farrn  La^or  Needs 

(For  orientation  of  campaign  information  materials) 

May  is  a  month  of  planting  and  ciiltivatin?,-  com;  sov/ing  late  spring 
wheat;  planting,  cijltivat ing,  and  chopping  cotton;  transplant inf^  tohacco; 
•ia,rvesting  early  vegetables;  picking  strav/berries;  of  laying  plans  to 
mobilize  all  labor  resources  for  assaring  farmers  at  rjlanting  time  that 
there  will  be  labor  to  help  save  the  crops  in  the  peak  labor  periods  later 
on;  e^d  of  beginning  actual  mobilization  in  some  areas. 

May  plajis  call  for  -  ' 

(1)  Completing  the  organization  of  local  labor  advisory  committees, 

(2)  Maicing  detailed  determination  of  farm  labor  nc.?ds  in  each  county. 
(5)  Setting  up  commiinity  labor  placement  centers  where  needed. 

(4)  Educational  v/ork  to  help  farmers  make  most  efficient  use  of  labor, 

(5)  Z;:plaini'-.g  to  farmers  tliat  to^^  women  and  children  are  often  the 
only  emergency  help  available  and  how  they  can,  with  proper  train- 
ing and  supervision,  do  good  work. 

(6)  Laying  plans  for  complete  local  mobilization  to  meet  farm  labor 
needs  aiid  getting  campaigns  unden.'ay  in  many  communities. 

(7)  Assisting  schools  and  colleges  v.dth  recruiting  and  training  students 
for  farm  work. 

(8)  Completing  plans  for  recruiting  and  training  and  placing  nonfarra 
wnmen  for  farm  work, 

(9)  Recruiting,  transporting,  training,  and  placing  full-time  workers, 

(10)  Transporting  domestic  seasonal  workers, 

(11)  Bringing  in  foreign  workers. 

(12)  Continuation  of  deferment  of  farmers  and  farm  v/oricers  by  Selective 
Sei'vice  so  they  can  continue  food  production, 

(13)  Conditioning  city  people  to  respo-.d  to  local  ca.lls  fcr  farm-labor 
hDlp  v;here,  when,  aiid  if  needed. 

Peak  labor  needs  in  most  areas  will  come  later  on.     Heaviest  special 
labor  requirements  in  May  include; 

General  U.  S. 

Preparation  of  land  for  planting. 

Regular  work  on  livestock,  poultry,  dairy,  and  general  crop  farming 


555-45 


In  the  South, 


Planting,  cultivating,  and  chopping  oat  cotton. 
Cultivating  com, 
He.rvestin.'^  early  vegetables, 

Virginia,  Kentucky,  Maryland  - 

Transplanting  tobacco. 
Planting  and  cultivating  com. 

Flori da  - 

Picking  oranges 
Harvesting  early  vegetables 
Digging  early  potatoes 
Picking  strav/berries 

Louisigjia  and  Toxa-S  - 

Picking  strai/oerries 
Harvesting  early  vegetables 

On  the  Atlgjitic  Coast. 

Picking  strav/oerries 

In  the  Corn  Bolt, 

?inishin;j;  planting  corn  aiid  starting  cultiva.ting 
Plant  soybeans 

In  the  D?.ir-^  Belt  (iTorthorn  States  from  Minnesota  3ast'  to  Maine) 

Planting  potatoes 
Sowng  oats 
Planting  dry  be-jis 

In  the  irriga.ted  valleys  of  the  Sov.thv;cst  and  West. 

Cutting  h.^ 

Thinning  and  hoeing  s-ugar  beets 
Planting  cotton 

In  California. 

Thinning  and  hoeing  sugar  beets 
Picking  oranges 
Planting  dry  beans 
Harvesting  ea.rly  vegetables 

In  the  Pacific  Northwest. 


Planting  pota^toes 


